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Abstract Quality of drinking water has always been a matter of concern. Tradition-
ally, water supplied by utilities is analysed by independent laboratories to guarantee
its quality and suitability for the human consumption. Being part of a critical in-
frastructure, recently water quality has received attention from the security point of
view. Real-time monitoring of water quality requires analysis of sensor data gath-
ered at distributed locations and generation of alarms when changes in quality in-
dicators indicate anomalies. The event detection system should produce accurate
alarms, with low latency and few false positives.

This chapter addresses the application of data mining techniques developed for
information infrastructure security in a new setting. The hypothesis is that a cluster-
ing algorithm ADWICE that has earlier been successfully applied to n-dimensional
data spaces in IP networks, can also be deployed for real-time anomaly detection
in water management systems. The chapter describes the evaluation of the anomaly
detection software when integrated in a SCADA system. The system manages wa-
ter sensors and provides data for analysis within the Water Security initiative of the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Performance of the algorithm is il-
lustrated and improvements to the collected data to deal with missing and inaccurate
data are proposed.

1 Introduction

Water management systems deserve a special attention in critical infrastructure pro-
tection due to a number of factors. First, the quality of distributed water affects
every single citizen with obvious health hazards. Second, in contrast to some other
infrastructures where the physical access to the critical assets may be possible to
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restrict, in water management systems there is a large number of remote access
points difficult to control and protect from accidental or intentional contamination
events. Third, in the event of contamination, there are few defence mechanisms
available. Water treatment facilities are typically the sole barrier to potential large
scale contaminations and distributed containment of the event leads to widespread
water shortages. Techniques to model the spatial and temporal distribution of the
contaminants [30] can be used, but because the scale of the distribution network
they are complex to apply.

A recent health hazard was identified in France where 30 cubic metres of fluid
containing 12g per litre of low-grade uranium were spilt at the Tricastin facility near
Marseilles [1]. In the USA a major initiative has been established by the US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) in response to Homeland Security Presidential
Directive 9, under which the Agency must “develop robust, comprehensive, and
fully coordinated surveillance and monitoring systems, including international in-
formation, for water quality that provides early detection and awareness of disease,
pest, or poisonous agents.” [2].

Supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) systems provide a natural
opportunity to increase vigilance against water contaminations. Specialised event
detection mechanisms for water management can be included such that 1) a con-
tamination event is detected as early as possible and with high accuracy with few
false positives, and 2) predictive capabilities ease preparedness actions in advance
of full scale contamination in a utility.

While research on protection of SCADA systems have seen an increased atten-
tion in the past decade, most of the reported works focus on how to deploy detection
and mitigation mechanisms in the event of an adversary attack on the power net-
works or the information and communication (ICT) network on which the SCADA
system depends [15]. Published literature in which water management systems is the
application area, covers the protection of the ICT related security issues for SCADA
in water management systems [29], but little work has been published on detection
and anticipation of water contaminations using ICT techniques.

The analogy with ICT threats is however not vacuous. Recent advances in in-
trusion detection target complex ICT environments where large scale systems are
integrated with Internet with no well-determined perimeter. Increase in both acci-
dental and malicious activity creates a changing landscape for emergent information
infrastructures; hence the difficulty of modelling the system and the attack patterns
statically. In these networks, intrusion detection is either based on modelling and
recognising the attacks (misuse detection) or modelling the normal behaviour of the
system and detecting potential intrusions as a deviation from normality (anomaly
detection) [32, 24]. While misuse detection provides immediate diagnosis when suc-
cessful, it is unable to detect cases for which no previous data exists (earlier similar
cases in history, a known signature, etc.). Anomaly detection, on the other hand, is
able to uncover new attacks not seen earlier, but it is dependent on a good model of
normality. Misuse detection requires exact characterisation of known constraints on
the historical data set and gives accurate matches for those cases that are modelled.
Anomaly detection is most often based on learning techniques which creates an ap-
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proximate model of normality. A typical problem is the high rate of false positives
if attacks and normality data are similar in subtle ways.

The available data from water management system sensors are based on bio-
logical, chemical and physical features of the environment and the water sources.
Sinche these change over seasons, the normality model is rather complex. Also, it
is hard to create a static set of rules or constraints that clearly capture all signifi-
cant attacks since these can affect various features in non-trivial ways and we get
a combinatorial problem. Therefore, we propose the application of learning based
anomaly detection techniques as a basis for contamination event detection in water
management systems.

Since anomaly detection needs a model of normality one could imagine using
classification based techniques to extract models of benign and contaminated data
samples automatically. However, the clustered data sets would then have to be indi-
vidually examined by experts to verify the suitability of the normality clusters (rep-
resentation of benign data). Another approach would be to get the anomaly detector
to only learn normality from data that is known to be benign. In water management
systems since it may be possible to analyse water quality in test beds and prepare
a calibration a normality model based on benign data can be built. In this paper we
explore this direction. An interesting question is then whether the detection tech-
nique provides fast enough recognition of the contamination events and whether it
can be accurate and reliable enough.

The contributions of this chapter are as follows.

• Application of a method for Anomaly Detection With fast Incremental ClustEr-
ing (ADWICE) [8] in a water management system based on measured sensor
values from the EPA database.

• Analysis of the performance of the approach for two stations using performance
metrics such as detection rate, false positives, detection latency, and sensitivity
to the contamination level of the attacks.

• Discussion of reliability of the analysis when data sets are not perfect (as seen in
real life scenarios), where data values may be missing or less accurate as indi-
cated by sensor alerts.

The chapter is composed of six sections. Section 2 describes the background.
Section 3 describes ADWICE, an existing anomaly detection tool. Section 4 de-
scribes the application of ADWICE on a water management system, presents the
results obtained, and proposes a technique to deal with unreliable data. Section 5
presents related work in this field. The paper is concluded in Section 6, with de-
scription of future works.

2 Background

The monitoring of water quality in a distribution system is a highly complex and
sensitive process that is affected by many different factors. The different water qual-
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ities coming from multiple sources and treatment plants, the multiplicity of paths
that water follows in the system and the changing demand over the week from the
final users make it difficult to predict the water quality at a given point of the system
life time. Water quality is determined by the analysis of its chemical composition:
to be safe to drink some water parameters can vary within a certain range of values,
and typically the maximum and the minimum values are established by law. Water
from different sources have different compositions. Before entering the distribution
system, water is treated first in the treatment plants, in order to ensure its safety.
Once processed by the treatment plant, water enters the distribution system so it can
be directly pumped to the final user, or stored in tanks or reservoirs for further use
when the demand on the system is greater than the system capacity. System opera-
tions have a consistent impact on water quality. For instance, pumping water coming
from two or more different sources can radically modify the quality parameters of
the water contained in a reservoir. In general, the water quality (WQ) is measured
by the analysis of some parameters, for example:

• Chlorine (CL2) levels: free chlorine is added for disinfection. Free chlorine levels
decrease with time, so for instance levels of CL2 in water that is stagnant in tanks
is different from levels in water coming from the treatment plants.

• Conductivity: estimates the amount of dissolved salts in the water. It is usually
constant in water from the same source, but mixing waters can cause a significant
change in the final conductivity.

• Oxygen Reduction Potential (ORP): measures the cleanliness of the water.
• PH: measures the concentration of hydrogen ions.
• Temperature: is usually constant if measured in short periods of time, but it

changes with the seasons. It differs in waters from different sources.
• Total Organic Carbon (TOC): measures the concentration of organic matter in

the water. It may decrease over the time due to the decomposition of organic
matters in the water.

• Turbidity: measures how clear the water is.

In normal conditions, it is possible to extract some usage patterns from the system
operations relating the changes of WQ parameters with changes of some system
configurations: for example the cause of a cyclic increment of conductivity and tem-
perature of the water contained in a reservoir can be related to the fact that water of a
well known characteristic coming from a treatment plant is cyclically being pumped
into the reservoir. This information must be taken into account to avoid false alarms
raised by the Event Detection System (EDS).

The situation changes dramatically when some contaminants are intentionally or
accidentally injected in some points of the distribution system. Contaminants cause
changes in one or more water parameters at the same time, so event detection sys-
tems must be able to detect and classify events caused by normal system operations
as well as events caused by contaminants. This makes the monitoring of water qual-
ity more complex, and effective tools must be applied for this new situation.

The United States Environmental Protection Agency has launched an Event De-
tection System challenge to identify the best tools applicable to event detection in
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the water quality domain. In particular, EPA is interested in the development of Con-
taminant Warning Systems (CWS) that in real-time proactively detect the presence
of contaminants in the distribution system. The goal to take the appropriate counter-
measures upon unfolding events to limit or cut the supply of contaminated water to
users.

The challenge is conducted by providing water quality data from sensors of six
monitoring stations from four US water utilities. Data comes directly from the water
utilities without any alteration from the evaluators, in order to keep the data in the
same condition as if it would come from real-time sensing of the parameters. Data
contains WQ parameter values as well as other additional information like opera-
tional indicators (levels of water in tanks, active pumps, valves, etc.) and equipment
alarms (which indicate whether sensors are working or not). Each station differs
from the others in the number and type of those parameters. A baseline data is then
provided for each of the six stations. It consists of 3 to 5 months of observations
coming from the real water utilities. Each station data has a different time interval
between two observations, ranging in the order of few minutes. The contaminated
testing dataset is obtained from the baseline data by simulating the superimposition
of the contaminant effects on the WQ parameters. Figure 1 [4] is an example of
effects of different types of contaminants on the WQ values.

Fig. 1 Effect of contaminants on the WQ parameters

EPA has provided a set of 14 simulated contaminants, denoting them contam-
inant A to contaminant N. Contaminants are not injected along the whole testing
sequence, but the attack can be placed in a certain interval inside the testing data,
with a duration limited to a few timesteps. Contaminant concentrations are added
following a certain profile, which define the rise, the fall, the length of the peak
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concentration and the total duration of the attack. Figure 2 shows some examples of
profiles.

Fig. 2 Example of Event Profiles

To facilitate the deployment and the evaluation of the EDS tools, a software
called EDDIES has been developed and distributed by EPA to the participants. ED-
DIES has four main functionalities:
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• Real-time execution of EDS tools in interaction with SCADA systems (collecting
data from sensors, analysing them by the EDS and sending the response back to
the SCADA tool to be viewed by the utility staff).

• Offline evaluation of EDS tool by using stored data.
• Management of the datasets and simulations.
• Creation of new testing datasets by injection of contaminants.

Having the baseline data and the possibility to create simulated contaminations,
EDS tools can be tuned and tested in order to see if they suite this kind of appli-
cation. In the next sections we will explain how we adapted an existing anomaly
detection tool and we will present the results obtained by applying ADWICE to
data from two monitoring stations.

3 Anomaly detection with ADWICE

ADWICE is an anomaly detector that has been developed in an earlier project tar-
geting infrastructure protection [7]. The basic idea is that a normality model is con-
structed as a set of clusters that summarise all the observed normal behaviour in the
learning process. Each cluster comprises a set of points and it is represented through
a summary denoted cluster feature (CF). The points are multidimensional numeric
vectors where each dimension represents a feature in data. CF is a data structure
that has three fields: the number of points in the cluster, the sum of the points in
the cluster, and the sum of the squares of the points. The first and second element
can be efficiently used to compute the average for the points in the cluster used to
represent the centroid of the cluster. The third element, the sum of points can be
used to check how large is a circle that would cover all the points in the cluster,
and using this radius, how far is a new point from the centre of the cluster. This is
used for both building up the normality model (is the new point close enough to any
existing clusters or should it form a new cluster?), and during detection (is the new
point close enough to any normality clusters or is it an outlier?).

In both cases, and more specifically during detection, the search through the ex-
isting clusters needs to be efficient (and fast enough for the application). In order to
find the closest cluster we need an index that helps to find the closest cluster to a
given point efficiently. The cluster summaries, that constitute the normality obser-
vations, are therefore organised in a tree structure. Each level in the tree summarises
the CFs at the level below by creating a new CF which is the sum of them.

ADWICE uses an adaptation of the original BIRCH data mining algorithm which
has been shown to be fast for incremental updates to the model during learning, and
efficient when searching through clusters during detection. The difference is the
indexing mechanism used in one of its adaptations (namely ADWICE-Grid), which
has been demonstrated to give lower false positive rates due to fewer indexing errors
[8].

The implementation of ADWICE consists of a Java library that can be embedded
in a new setting by feeding the preprocessing unit (e.g. when input are alphanumeric
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and have to be encoded into numeric vectors) from a new source of data. The algo-
rithm has three parameters that have to be tuned during the pre-study of data (with
some detection test cases) in order to “optimise” the search efficiency: the maximum
number of clusters (M), and the threshold for comparing the distance to the centroid
(E). The threshold implicitly reflects the maximum size of each cluster. The larger
a cluster (with few points in it) the larger the likelihood that points not belonging to
the cluster are classified as part of the cluster – thus decreasing the detection rate.
Too small clusters, on the other hand, lead to overfitting and increase the likelihood
that new points are considered as outliers, thus adding to the false positive rate.

In the experiments for this application we have used ADWICE with a setting in
which M has been set to 150 in one case and 200 in another one, and E has been
varied between 1 and 2.5 as it will be shown in the RoC curves in the results section.

While deploying machine learning based anomaly detectors for detection of at-
tacks in networks is known to face considerable challenges [35], we show in this
chapter that it is worth exploring the technique in data collected from sensors in
critical infrastructures such as water management systems.

4 Training and detection

4.1 Training

The training phase is the first step of the anomaly detection. It is necessary to build
a model of normality of the system to be able to detect deviations from normality.
ADWICE uses the approach of pure anomaly detection, meaning that training data
is supposed to be unaffected by attacks. Training data should also be long enough
to capture as much as possible the normality of the system. In our scenario, the data
that EPA has provided us is clean from contaminants, the baseline data contains the
measurements of water quality parameters and other operational indicators over a
period of some months. Pure anomaly detection is thereby applicable.

For our purpose, we divided the baseline data into two parts: the first is used
to train the anomaly detector, while the second one is first processed to add the
contaminations and then used as testing data. To see how the anomaly detector reacts
separately to the effect of each contaminant, 14 different testing datasets, each one
with a different contaminant in the same timesteps and with the same profile, are
created.

4.1.1 Feature selection

A feature selection is made to decide which parameters have to be considered for
the anomaly detection. In the water domain, one possibility is to consider the water
quality parameters as they are. Some parameters are usually common to all the sta-
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tions (general WQ parameters), but some other station-specific parameters can be
helpful to train the anomaly detector on the system normality. The available param-
eters are:

• Common WQ Parameters: Chlorine, PH, Temperature, ORP, TOC, Conductivity,
Turbidity

• Station-Specific Features: active pumps or pumps flows, alarms, CL2 and PH
measured at different time points, valve status, pressure.

Sensor alarms are boolean values which indicate whenever sensors are working
properly or not. The normal value is 1, while 0 means that the sensor is not working
or, for some reason, the value is not accurate and should not be taken into account.
The information regarding the pump status could be useful to correlate the changes
of some WQ parameter with the particular kind of water being pumped to the sta-
tion. There are other parameters that give information about the status of the system
at different points, for example the measurement of PH and CL2 of water coming
from other pumps.

Additional features could be considered in order to improve the detection or re-
duce the false positive rates. Those features can be derived from some parameters
of the same observation, or they can consider some characteristic of the parame-
ters along different observations. For instance, to emphasise the intensity and the
direction of the parameter changes over the time, one possible feature to be added
would be the difference of the value for a WQ parameter with the value in previous
observations. This models the derivative function of the targeted parameter. Another
feature, called sliding average, is obtained by adding for each observation a feature
whose value is the average of the last n values of a WQ parameter. Feature selection
and customisation must be made separately for each individual station, since they
have some common parameters but they differ in many other aspects.

ADWICE assumes the data to be in numerical format to create an n-dimensional
space state vector. So the timestep series of numerical data from water utilities suit
the input requirements of ADWICE. This means that our testing data does not re-
quire any particular preprocessing phase before feeding it to the anomaly detector.

4.1.2 Challenges

The earlier application of ADWICE has been in IP networks. In its native domain,
the main problem is finding a pure dataset, not affected by attacks, but the quantity
and quality of data is always high. Network traffic generates a lot of data, which
is good for having a reasonable knowledge of normality as long as resources for
labelling the data are available. Feature selection from IP headers, for example, is
easy and does not lead to many problems, while the difficult issues would arise if
payload data would need to be analysed, where we would face privacy concerns
and anonimisation. In a SCADA system, sensors could give inaccurate values and
faults can cause missing observations. This makes the environment more compli-
cated, thus feature selection and handling is complex. Dealing with inaccurate or
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missing data requires more efforts to distinguish whenever an event is caused due
to those conditions or due to contamination. Furthermore, the result of the anomaly
detection is variable depending on where the attack is placed. It is not easy, for
example, to detect a contamination when at the same time some evaluations about
some WQ parameters are inaccurate and some others are missing. Training the sys-
tem with a limited dataset can result in a sub-optimal normality model, and this
causes raising of a lot of false alarms when testing with data that resembles uncov-
ered normality conditions of the system. In the next section we show some results
that we obtained testing our anomaly detector with data from two different monitor-
ing stations, proposing some possible solutions for the kinds of problems described.

4.2 Detection Results

Over six available stations, we have chosen to test our anomaly detection with the
easiest one and the hardest one. As mentioned before, we have generated testing
datasets by using the second half of the baseline data and adding one contamination
per dataset. The contamination has been introduced in the middle of the dataset
according to the profile A, depicted in Figure 2, which is a normal distribution of the
concentration during 64 timesteps. Details about the single stations will be presented
separately. Each testing dataset then contains just one attack along several timesteps.
The detection classifies each timestep as normal or anomalous. The detection rate
(DR) is calculated from the number of timesteps during the attack that are detected
as anomalous, according to the following formula: DR = T P/(T P+FN), where TP
refers to the number of true positives and FN refers to the number of false negatives.
The false positive rate (FPR) are the normal timesteps that are erroneously classified
as anomalous according to the formula FPR = FP/(FP+ T N), where FP is the
number of false positives and TN refers to the number of true negatives.

4.2.1 Station A

Station A is located at the entry point of a distribution system. It is the best station in
terms of reliability of values. It only has the common features and three pump status
indicators. Values are not affected by inaccuracies and there are no missing values
both in the training and testing datasets. The baseline data consists of one observa-
tion every 5 minutes during the period of five months. The first attempt in generating
a dataset is done by injecting contaminants according to the normal distribution dur-
ing 64 timesteps, in which the peak contaminant concentration is 1 mg/L. Table 1
shows the results that we obtained doing a common training phase and then running
a test for each of the contaminants. Training and testing have been carried out us-
ing a threshold value E set to 2 and the maximum number of clusters M is set to
150. Considering the fact that the amount of contaminant is the lowest possible the
results from Table 1 are not discouraging. Some contaminants affect more parame-
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Contaminant ID False Positive Rate Detection Rate
A 0.057 0.609
B 0.057 0.484
C 0.057 0
D 0.057 0
E 0.057 0
F 0.057 0
G 0.057 0
H 0.057 0.422
I 0.057 0
J 0.057 0.547

K 0.057 0
L 0.057 0.406

M 0.057 0.156
N 0.057 0.516

Table 1 Station A detection results of 1mg/L of concentration

ters at the same time and their effect is more evident; some others only affect few
parameters with slight changes. Contaminant F for instance only affects the ORP,
which is not measured in this station, so this contaminant is undetectable in this case.
The anomaly detector must be tuned in order to fit the clusters over the normality
points and let the furthest points to be recognised as attacks. To determine the best
threshold values the ROC curves can be calculated by plotting the detection rate as
a function of the false positive rate while changing the threshold value. Evaluation

Fig. 3 Station A contaminant A ROC curve

of the ROC curves of all the contaminants can give hints to determine the best trade-
off that gives good detection rates and false positives, but all of those curves refer
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to a contaminant concentration peak of 1 mg/L. As non-experts it was not clear to
us whether this could be a significant level of contamination. For this reason we
have tested the sensitivity of the anomaly detection by incrementally increasing the
contaminant concentration. In our tests, we increased the concentration in steps of
4 mg/L a time, up to 24 mg/L. Figure 4 shows the variation of the detection rates
of three significant contaminants with respect to the increase of the concentration.
Contaminant A is the easiest to detect, Contaminant L is medium and Contaminant
E is difficult to detect since it only sligthly affects the TOC. In this figure the false

Fig. 4 Concentration Sensitivity of the Station A

positive rate is not considered since with the higher concentration of contaminants
it is easier to detect the deviation from normality without any increase in the false
alarms. These results confirm that even if ADWICE is not designed for this kind
of application, by finding the optimal tradeoff between detection and false positive
rates for 1mg/L, this anomaly detector would give good results for any other greater
concentration. We conclude therefore that ADWICE is a good candidate tool to be
applied as EDS for this station.

4.2.2 Station D

The situation becomes more complicated when a source of uncertainty is added
to the system. Station D is located in a reservoir that holds 81 million gallons of
water. The water quality in this station is affected by many operational parameters
of co-located pump stations and reservoirs. Station D contains more parameters than
station A and some sensors are affected by inaccuracy. In detail, Station D has the
following parameters:

• Common features: PH, Conductivity, Temperature, Chlorine levels, TOC, Tur-
bidity.

• Alerts: CL2, TOC and Conductivity; 1 means normal functioning, while 0 means
inaccuracy.



Anomaly Detection in Water Management Systems 13

• System indicators: three pump flows, two of them supply the station while the
third is the pipe which the station is connected to.

• Valves: indicates the position of the key valve; 0 if open, 1 if closed.
• Supplemental parameters: Chlorine levels and PH measured in water coming

from pump1 and pump2.

By checking the data that EPA has provided, we noted that the only sensor inaccu-
racy alert that is sometimes raised is the TOC alert, but in general we will assume
that the other alerts could be raised as well. There are some missing values in dif-
ferent points scattered within the baseline file. The baseline data consists of one
observation every 2 minutes during the period of three months. The same procedure
for station A has then been applied to this station. Figure 5 shows the ROC curve
obtained with the peak concentration of 1 mg/L and the same profile (profile A, Fig-
ure 2). An accurate feature selection has been carried out to get reasonable results,

Fig. 5 ROC curve station D contaminant A

since trying with all the station parameters the false positive rate is very high. This
makes it not worthwhile to explore threshold variations with such bad results. To
mitigate the effects of the missing data and the accuracy, the derivatives and sliding
averages of the common parameters have been added as new features. The outcome
was that the derivatives emphasise the intensity of the changes, thus improving the
detection of the effects of the contaminations, while the sliding window averages
mitigated the effect of the abrupt changes in data caused by the inaccuracies or
missing data. Some parameters have been ignored, like the pumps flows and the
key valve, since they caused lots of false positives if included as features. The same
training and testing procedure for station A has then been applied to this station.
Figure 6 shows the sensitivity of the detection with the increase of the concentra-
tions. As in the case for station A, ADWICE was run with the parameter E=2. Since
the dataset is more complex and there are more possible combinations of data to
represent, the maximum number of clusters M was set to 200.

Data from from the above two stations have resulted in clustered models consist-
ing of 115 clusters for station A and 186 clusters for station D.
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Fig. 6 Concentration sensitivity station D

4.3 Detection Latency

This section focuses on adequacy of the contaminants detection latency. As men-
tioned in section 2, the final goal of the EPA challenge is to apply the best EDS
tools in real water utilities to proactively detect anomalous variations of the WQ
parameters. Real-time monitoring allows to take opportune countermeasures upon
unfolding contaminations. This makes the response time to be as crucial as the cor-
rectness of the detection in general, since even having a good detection rate (on
average) a late response may allow contaminated water to leave the system and be
delivered to users causing severe risks for their health.

The first issue that comes when measuring the detection latency is from when to
start counting the elapsed amount of time before the first alarm is raised. This prob-
lem is caused by the fact that different event profiles make it necessary to consider
the latency in different ways. In case of the normal distribution depicted as profile
A (Figure 2), a possible approach could be counting the latency of the detection
event from the initiation of the contamination event, since the concentration rapidly
reaches its peak. If the peak concentration was reached very slowly, the evaluation
of latency based on the first raised alarm from the beginning would result in an un-
necessary pessimism (e. g. see profile D in Figure 2 ). In this case it would be more
appropriate to start counting the reaction time from the time when the peak of the
event has taken place. An earlier detection would then give rise to a negative de-
lay and this would signal a predictive warning. For the purpose of our experiments,
the normal distribution of profile A suits the computation of the latency based on
counting the number of samples from the beginning of the event.

Since in the baseline data time is represented as discrete timesteps, we measure
the latency by counting the number of timesteps elapsed before the first alarm is
raised. Figure 7 and 8 show the measured latencies for Station A and Station D re-
spectively, with respect to the detection of the three contaminants presented in the
previous section. The curves indicate that in the case of the lowest concentration
the latencies are high. For instance the detection of contaminant A and L in station
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Fig. 7 Detection latency in station A

Fig. 8 Detection latency in station D

A has a latency of 13 and 20 timesteps respectively. They are around one fourth
and one third of the total duration of the contamination event (64 timesteps). Con-
taminant E is not detected at all, so its latency is not represented in the graph. The
situation changes positively when the concentrations are gradually increased. The
latencies of Contaminant A and L drop sharply until a concentration of 8 mg/L is
reached, decreasing 60% and 75% respectively. At the same time, there are some
detections of Contaminant E, characterised by a high latency. From this point the
latencies of Contaminant A and L steadily drop, while the latency of Contaminant E
decreases more rapidly. Latencies for the station D follow the same pattern, although
the values are slightly higher.

Checking the results against reality, a latency of 13 discrete timesteps for Con-
taminant A in Station A would correspond to a latency of 65 minutes, which is quite
a long time. One should note that time interval between two observations has a high
impact on the real latency, since for example 20 timesteps of detection latency for
Contaminant A in Station D with a concentration of 1 mg/L corresponds to 40 min-
utes of latency, 25 minutes less than the latency in Station A. Even in this case the
results are definitely improved by the increases in the contaminant concentrations,
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but domain knowledge is required to evaluate whether the selected increments to a
certain concentration are meaningful.

4.4 Missing and inaccurate data problem

In Section 4.2 we have seen that data inaccuracies and missing data were a major
problem in station D. Our approach for the tests carried out so far has been to use
workarounds but not provide a solution to the original problem.

More specifically, our workaround for missing data was as follows. We have re-
placed the missing data values with a zero in the preprocessing stage. When learning
takes place the use of a derivative as a derived feature helps to detect the missing
data and classify the data points in its own cluster. Now, if training period is long
enough and includes the missing data (e.g. inactivity of some sensors or other opera-
tional faults) as normality, then these clusters will be used to recognise similar cases
in the detection phase as long as no other sensor values are significantly affected.
During our tests we avoided injecting contaminants during the periods of missing
data.

Sensor inaccuracies are indicated with a special alert in the provided data set (a 0
when the data is considered as inaccurate, i.e. the internal monitoring system warns
for the quality of the data). According to our experiments it is not good to train the
system during periods with data inaccuracies, even when workaround are applied.
First, learning inaccurate values as normality may result in excessive false positives
when accurate values are dominant later. Second, the detection rate can be affected
if the impact of the contaminant is similar to some of the inaccurate values. Thus a
more principled way for treating this problem is needed.

Our suggestion for reducing the impact of both problems is the classical approach
in dependability, i.e. introducing redundancy. Consider two sensor values (identical
or diversified technologies) that are supposed to provide measurements for the same
data. Then the likelihood of both sensors being inaccurate or both having miss-
ing values would be lower than the likelihood of each sensor “failing” individually.
Thus, for important contaminants that essentially need a given sensor value’s reli-
ability we could learn the normal value based on both data sets. When a missing
data is observed (0 in the alert cell) the preprocessing would replace both sensor
values with the “healthy” one. When one sensor value is inaccurate the presence of
the other sensor has an impact on the normality cluster, and vice versa. So, on the
whole we expect to have a better detection rate and lower false positive rate with
sensor replicas (of course at the cost of more hardware).

In the experiments so far we have not yet been able to create the duplicate data
sets since the generation of the base line requires domain knowledge of the water
management experts. However, we are working towards incorporating a new base
line with the replicated sensor and showing its impact on accuracy.
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5 Related work

In this section we first describe work that is closely related to ours (section 5.1),
and then we continue with an overview of other works which are related to the big
picture of water quality and monitoring (sections 5.2 to 5.6).

5.1 Water quality anomalies

The security issues in water distribution systems are typically categorised in two
ways: hydraulic faults and quality faults [12]. Hydraulic faults (broken pipes, pump
faults, etc.) are intrinsic to mechanical systems, and similar to other infrastructures,
fault tolerance must be considered at design time to make the system reliable. Hy-
draulic faults can cause economic loss and, in certain circumstances, water qual-
ity deterioration. Online monitoring techniques are developed to detect hydraulic
faults, and alarms are raised when sensors detect anomalous conditions (like a sud-
den change of the pressure in a pipe). Hydraulic fault detection is often performed
by using specific direct sensors and it is not the area of our interest. The second
group of security threats, water quality faults, has been subject to increased attention
in the past decade. Intentional or accidental injection of contaminant elements can
cause severe risks to the population, and Contamination Warning Systems (CWS)
are needed in order to prevent, detect, and proactively react in situations in which
a contaminant injection occurs in parts of the distribution system [5]. An EDS is
the part of the CWS that monitors in real-time the water quality parameters in order
to detect anomalous quality changes. Detecting an event consists of gathering and
analysing data from multiple sensors and detecting a change in the overall quality.
Although specific sensors for certain contaminants are currently available, EDS are
more general solution not limited to a set of contaminants.

Byers and Carlsson are among the pioneers in this area. They tested a simple
online early warning system by performing real-world experiments [9]. Using a
multi-instrument panel that measures five water quality parameters at the same time,
they collected 16.000 data points by sampling one measurement of tap water every
minute. The values of these data, normalised to have zero as mean and 1 as stan-
dard deviation, were used as a baseline data. They then emulated a contamination
in laboratories by adding four different contaminants (in specific concentrations) to
the same water in beakers or using bench scale distribution systems. The detection
was based on a simple rule: an anomaly is raised if the difference between the mea-
sured values and the mean from the baseline data exceeds three times the standard
deviation. They evaluated the approach comparing normality based on large data
samples and small data samples. Among others, they evaluated the sensitivity of the
detection, and successfully demonstrated detection of contaminants at concentra-
tions that are not lethal for human health. To our knowledge this approach has not
been applied in a large scale to multiple contaminants at multiple concentrations.
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Klise and McKenna [22] designed an online detection mechanism called mul-
tivariate algorithm: the distance of the current measurement is compared with an
expected value. The difference is then checked against a fixed threshold that deter-
mines whether the current measurement is a normal value or an anomaly. The ex-
pected value is assigned using three different approaches: last observation, closest
past observation in a multivariate space within a sliding time window, or by taking
the closest-cluster centroid in clusters of past observations using k-mean clustering
[17]. The detection mechanism was tested on data collected by monitoring four wa-
ter quality parameters at four different locations taking one measurement every hour
during 125 days. Their contamination has been simulated by superimposing values
according to certain profiles to the water quality parameters of the last 2000 samples
of the collected data. Results of simulations have shown that the algorithm performs
the required level of detection at the cost of a high number of false positives and a
change of background quality can severely deteriorate the overall performance.

A comprehensive work on this topic has been initiated by U.S. EPA resulting
in the CANARY tool [18]. CANARY is a software for online water quality event
detection that reads data from sensors and considers historical data to detect events.
Event detection is performed in two online parallel phases: the first phase, called
state estimation, predicts the future quality value. In the state estimation, history is
combined with new data to generate the estimated sensor values that will be com-
pared with actually measured data. In the second phase, residual computation and
classification, the differences between the estimated values and the new measured
values are computed and the highest difference among them is checked against a
threshold. If that value exceeds the threshold, it is declared as an outlier. The num-
ber of outliers in the recent past are then combined by a binomial distribution to
compute the probability of an event in the current time step.

While in our case the model of the system is based on observations from the
training phase, CANARY integrates old information with new data to estimate the
state of the system. Thus, their EDS is context-aware. A change in the background
quality due to normal operation would be captured by the state estimator, and that
would not generate too many false alarms. Singular outliers due to signal noise or
background change would not generate immediately an alarm, since the probability
of raising alarms depends on the number of outliers in the past, that must be high
enough to generate an alarm. Sensor faults and missing data are treated in such
way that their value does not affect the residual classification: their values (or lack
thereof) are ignored as long as the sensor resumes its correct operational state.

CANARY allows the integration and test of different algorithms for state esti-
mation. Several implementations are based on the field of signal processing or time
series analysis, like time series increment models or linear filtering. However, it is
suggested that artificial intelligence techniques such as multivariate nearest neigh-
bour search, neural networks, and support vector machines can also be applied. A
systematic evaluation of different approaches on the same data is needed to clearly
summarise the benefits of each approach. This is the target of the current EPA chal-
lenge of which our work is a part.
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So far, detection has been carried out on single monitoring stations. In a water
distribution network, several monitoring stations could cooperate on the detection of
contaminant event by combining their alarms. This can help to reduce false alarms
and facilitate localisation of the contamination source. Koch and McKenna have
recently proposed a method that considers events from monitoring stations as values
in a random time-space point process, and by using the Kulldorffs scan test they
identify the clusters of alarms [23].

5.2 Hydrodynamical aspects and distribution network topology

Modelling hydraulic water flow in distribution systems has always been an aspect
of interest when designing and evaluating water distribution systems [36]. A water
distribution system is an infrastructure designed to transport and deliver water from
several sources, like reservoirs or tanks, to consumers. This infrastructure is char-
acterised by the interconnection of pipes using connection elements such as valves,
pumps and junctions. Water flows through pipes with a certain pressure, and valves
and pumps are elements used to adjust this to desired values. Junctions are connec-
tion elements through which water can be served to customers. The flow of water
through the distribution system can be described by mathematical formulation of
fluid dynamics [14].

Water distribution networks are modelled using graphs where nodes are connec-
tion elements and edges represent pipes between nodes. Computer-based simulation
has become popular to study the hydraulic dynamics as well as the water qual-
ity through the network. Notwithstanding the problem of intentional or accidental
contaminations, water has always been monitored for quality, and the distribution
system must be studied to compute the quality decay over the network [21]. System
modelling has been performed for finding the appropriate location to place treatment
facilities.The most popular tool to model and evaluate water quality in distribution
systems is EPANET [3].

5.3 Contamination diffusion

Modelling water quality in distribution networks allows the prediction of how a
contaminant is transported and spread through the system. Using the equations of
advection/reaction Kurotani et al. initiated the work on computation of the concen-
tration of a contaminant in nodes and pipes [25]. They considered the topographical
layout of the network, the changing demand from the users, and information regard-
ing the point and time of injection. Although the model is quite accurate, this work
does not take into account realistic assumptions like water leakage, pipes aging, etc.
A more realistic scenario has been considered by Doglioni et al. [11]. They evaluate
the contaminant diffusion on a real case study of an urban water distribution net-
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work that in addition to the previous hypothesis considers also water leakage and
contamination decay.

5.4 Sensor location problem

The security problem in water distribution systems was first addressed by Kessler
et al. [20]. Initially, the focus was on the accidental introduction of pollutant ele-
ments. The defence consisted of identifying how to place sensors in the network in
such way that the detection of a contaminant can be done in all parts of the dis-
tribution network. Since the cost of installation and maintenance of water quality
sensors is high, the problem consists of finding the optimal placement of the mini-
mum number of sensors such that the cost is minimised while performing the best
detection. Research in this field has been accelerated after 2001, encompassing the
threat of intentional injection of contaminants as a terrorist action. A large number
of techniques to solve this optimisation problem have been proposed in recent years
[28, 31, 6, 34, 12].

Latest work in this area [13] proposes a mathematical framework to describe
a wider number of water security faults (both hydraulic and quality faults). Fur-
thermore, it builds on top of this a methodology for solving the sensor placement
optimisation problem subject to fault-risk constraints.

5.5 Contamination source identification

Another direction of work has been contamination source identification. This ad-
dresses the need to react when a contamination is detected, and to take appropriate
countermeasures to isolate the compromised part of the system. The focus is on
identifying the time and the unknown location in which the contamination started
spreading.

Laird et al. propose the solution of the inverse water quality problem, i.e. back-
tracking from the contaminant diffusion to identify the initial point. The problem
is described again as an optimisation problem, and solved using a direct nonlinear
programming strategy [27, 26]. Preis and Ostfeld used coupled model trees and a
linear programming algorithm to represent the system, and computed the inverse
quality problem using linear programming on the tree structure [33].

Guan et al. propose a simulation-optimisation approach applied to complex water
distribution systems using EPANET [16]. To detect the contaminated nodes, the sys-
tem initially assumes arbitrarily selected nodes as the source. The simulated data is
fed into a predictor that is based on the optimisation of a cost function taking the dif-
ference between the simulated data and the measured data at the monitoring stations.
The output of the predictor is a new configuration of contaminant concentrations at
(potentially new) simulated nodes, fed again to the simulator. This process in iter-
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ated in a closed-loop until the cost function reaches a chosen lower bound and the
actual sources are found. Extensions of this work have appeared using evolutionary
algoritms [37].

Huang et al. use data mining techniques instead of inverse water quality or
simulation-optimisation approaches [19]. This approach makes possible to deal with
systems and sensor data uncertainties. Data gathered from sensors is first processed
with an algorithm to remove redundancies and narrow the search of possible initial
contaminant sources. Then using a method called Maximum Likelihood Method,
the nodes are associated with the probability of being the sources of injection.

5.6 Attacks on SCADA system

A further security risk that must be addressed is the security of the event detection
system itself. As any other critical infrastructure, an outage or corruption of the
communication network of the SCADA infrastructure can constitute a severe risk,
as dangerous as the water contamination. Therefore, protection mechanisms have to
be deployed in response to that threat, too. Since control systems are often sharing
components and making an extensive use of information exchange to coordinate and
perform operations, several new vulnerabilities and potential threats emerge [10].
This is a wide area of study and the reader is referred to several sources including
other chapters in this book for further studies.

6 Conclusion

In this chapter an existing learning based anomaly detection technique has been
applied to the detection of contamination events in water distribution systems. These
systems are monitored by water quality sensors that provide chemical properties of
the water which are processed and used to feed the detector.

The introduction of this system is challenging since the chemical properties of
the water can change along the time depending on its source and can be confused
as a contamination event. Nevertheless, the use of a learning based anomaly detec-
tion technique, which allows the characterisation of all the variations of the system
normality, has proved to be effective. Besides, additional features based on sliding
windows and derivatives of the data analysed have been introduced to improve the
efficiency of the solution under certain circumstances.

The performance of the approach has been analysed using real data of two water
stations together with synthetic contaminants superimposed with the EDDIES ap-
plication provided by EPA. The first results, in terms of detection rate and false
positive rate, have shown some contaminants are easier to detected than others.
The sensitivity of the anomaly detector has also been been studied by creating new
testing data sets with different contaminant concentrations. The results have shown
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that with more contaminant concentration the detector obtains higher detection rates
with low false positive rates. The latency of the detection has also been analysed,
showing reasonable results that are qualitatively improved as the contaminant con-
centration is increased. The inaccuracy of the data provided in one of the stations
has negatively affected the performance, but the potential to improve the outcomes
have been discussed.

Further research must be done in the analysis of the performance with different
event profiles, since the current analysis has considered just one of them. Besides, in
some cases a lack or inaccuracy of the monitored data from the chemical sensors has
been observed. A solution based on redundancy of sensor values is proposed and it
will be applied and evaluated in the future. Finally, the detector algorithm used has
retraining and forgetting capabilities, which can be enabled to adapt the normality
model to changes in the topology of the water distribution system. Further research
must be done to evaluate the effects of the adaptability in this environment.
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